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may alter tomorrow, and his the next day; and nothing will ever be
setded.1
In accordance with this request, General Harris appointed
a garrison to Seringapatam, and placed Colonel Wellesley
permanently in command.
This appointment gave great offence to Major-General
Baird, who conceived that he should have had it, seeing that
he had taken the place j and he voiced his feelings violently
to General Harris.
Having been honoured with the conduct of the assault [he wrote]
and having executed that duty to your satisfaction, I naturally concluded
that I should have been permitted to retain the command of Setinga-
patam or, at least, that I should not be superseded in it by a junior officer.
. . . When, on a former occasion, Colonel Wellesley was appointed to
the command of the detachment serving with his Highness the Nizam,
while I remained in charge of a brigade, you informed me that matters
of a political nature made it necessary to have that officer with the
Nizam's Army. Although I severely felt the appointment of a junior
officer to so distinguished a command while I remained in an inferior
station, I submitted to the necessity which you informed me dictated the,,
measure; but this second supersession I feel most sensibly, as it must
have the effect of leading his Majesty and the Commander-in-Chief in
England * to believe I am not fit for any command of importance. . . .
I request that copies of this letter may be transmitted to His Royal
Highness the Commander-in-Chief, for the information of His Majesty,
that, at the same time he is informed of my having been twice superseded
by Colonel Wellesley . . . that he may be satisfied the measure was
dictated by necessity, and not by want of capacity on my part to fill the
situation.^
The above was somewhat akin to insubordination, but it
was written in a moment of anger, and General Harris mag-
nanimously gave permission for its withdrawal. It is Here
quoted as showing David Baird's feelings at this time. They
are very natural and understandable. He could not be
expected to see that the taking of a city does not presuppose
1 Dispatches, Vol. 7, pp. $&, 3?.                 2 JLusMngton, p. 411.
* The Duke of York.